
City Council Work Session Handouts 

October 21, 2013 

 

I. Review and Discuss the North Texas Municipal Water District Stage 3 
Modified Water Conservation Plan 
 

II. Review and Discuss a Proposed Amendment to the Parks Rules Regarding 
Overnight Parking 
 
 
 
 
 



STAGE 3 WINTER 
WATER RESTRICTIONS 

City Council Briefing:  October 21, 2013 



 August 2011 
 Stage 2 - 5% reduction goal / twice week watering 
 Requested by NTMWD; Provided for by Code of 

Ordinances 
 Lake Lavon – 8.8’ below Conservation Level 

 
 November 2011 
Modified Stage 3 - 10% reduction goal / twice month 

watering 
 Administrative Order 11-01 
 Lake Lavon – 12’ below Conservation Level 

BACKGROUND 



 April 2012 
 Stage 3 - 10% reduction goal / once week watering 
 Administrative Order 12-01 
 Lake Lavon – 1’ Above Conservation Level 

 
 June 2012 
 Stage 2 - 10% reduction goal / twice week watering 
 Administrative Order 12-02 
 Lake Lavon - .3’ Below Conservation Level 

BACKGROUND 



 December 2012 
 North Texas Zebra Mussel Barrier Act of 2012 passed 
 Provided Congressional exemption from the Lacey Act 
 Permits NTMWD to resume pumping water to Lake 

Texoma when the new pipeline is completed in 
January-March 2014 
 

 April 25, 2013 
 NTMWD Board Initiates Stage 3 to be effective June 1st  
 NTMWD confirms contract to purchase water from Dallas 

Water Utilities 
 Up to 60 Million Gallons a Day 
 3 year agreement 

BACKGROUND 



 June 2013 
 Stage 3 - 10% reduction goal / once week watering 
 Administrative Order 13-01 
 Lake Lavon - 7.2’ Below Conservation Level 

 

BACKGROUND 

Last Digit of Address Permitted to Water Landscape 

Even (0, 2, 4, 6, 8) 
 Saturdays 

Odd (1, 3, 5, 7, 9)  Sundays 



BACKGROUND 

 Exceptions: 
 Foundations, new landscaping, new plantings of shrubs, and 

trees may be watered for up to 2 hours an any day by a hand-
held hose, a soaker hose, or a dedicated zoned using a drip 
irrigation system 
 Public athletic fields used for competition may be watered 

twice per week. 
 Golf courses may water greens and tee boxes without 

restrictions 
 Locations using other sources of water supply for irrigation 

may irrigate without restrictions 
 Smart irrigation and drip irrigation systems, provided irrigation 

does not occur more than once every seven days 

 

 
 



BACKGROUND 

 Watering between 10 am – 6 pm is prohibited. 

 Watering during any period of precipitation is prohibited. 

 Using water in such a manner as to allow runoff or other 
waste is prohibited. 

 Hydroseeding, hydromulching and sprigging shall be 
permitted. 

 



BACKGROUND 

 Washing of vehicles, boats, trailers, etc. is permitted. 

 Newly constructed swimming pools, jacuzzis and spas 
may be filled. 

 Pools may be drained and refilled for repairs as needed. 

 Existing swimming pools, jacuzzis, and spas may be 
replenished to maintain operational levels. 

 



CONDITIONS ASSESSMENT 



Lake Levels 



Water Supply 
 Conservation Pool Drought Stage Trigger Elevation 

Lavon 492 ft. 

Stage 1 – 484.0 ft. 
Stage 2 – 481.0 ft.  
Stage 3 – 478.5 ft.  
Stage 4 – 475.0 ft. 

Chapman / Cooper 440 ft. 

Stage 1 – 433.5 ft.  
Stage 2 – 431.0 ft.  
Stage 3 – 428.5 ft.  
Stage 4 – 425.5 ft. 

Tawakoni 437.5 ft. Undesignated 

Texoma 
(Unavailable) 

617 ft. Undesignated  

NTMWD LAKE CONSERVATION POOLS/TRIGGERS 



 
479.83 
-12.17 

426.60 
-13.40 

428.52 
-8.98 

612.22 
-4.78 

NTMWD Water Supply 
October 21, 2013 

Current Elevation / Below Conservation Level 



Jun 1st Jul 1st Aug 1st Sep 1st Oct 1st Oct 21st Net 
Change 

Lavon 484.78’ 484.27’ 483.04’ 481.26’ 480.03’ 479.83’ -4.95’ 

Chapman 431.62’ 431.10’ 430.02’ 428.46’ 427.29’ 426.60’ -5.02’ 

Tawakoni 432.12’ 431.54’ 430.60’ 429.41’ 428.80’ 428.52’ -3.60’ 

Texoma 615.23’ 617.54’ 617.51’ 617’ 613.17’ 612.22’ -3.01’ 

LAKE LEVELS SINCE STAGE 3 BEGAN ON JUNE 1, 2013 



Drought & Weather Forecasts 



 



2013 TEMPERATURE OUTLOOK 



RAINFALL DEPARTURE FROM  
NORMAL SINCE JANUARY 2013 
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 DFW RAINFALL SINCE JANUARY 1, 2013 



LAKE LAVON LEVEL – OCTOBER 2013 
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2013 RAINFALL OUTLOOK 



Pipeline Extension Project 



Pipeline 
Segment 

Length Installed % Complete 

A 46,037 46,037 100 
B 46,163 37,163 80.5 
C 46,411 46,411 100 
D 65,175 57,013 87.5 
E 48,185 37,627 78 
Total 251,974 224,252 89 

Other Projects: 
Balancing Reservoir – 82% Complete 
Blending Facilities – 48% Complete 
Water Treatment Plants III & IV – Online January 2014 
Water Treatment Plants I & II – Online March 2014  

TEXOMA UPDATE 



OUTLOOK 





Stage 3 Implemented 



 

SHORTAGES FOR PLANNED MEASURES 



NEXT STEPS 



 On October 17th, the North Texas Municipal Water District 
Board of Directors unanimously voted to remain in Stage 
3 but transition to Winter Regulations. 
 

 Adoption of Stage 3 Winter Water Restrictions was 
deemed necessary due to: 
 Below average rainfall 
 Declining water levels of NTMWD reservoirs 
 Ongoing prohibition of pumping water from Lake Texoma 

due to the zebra mussel infestation 
 Uncertain outlook 

NTMWD ACTION 



 On November 1, 2013, the City Manager will execute 
Administrative Order 13-02, thereby adopting Stage 3 
Winter Water Restrictions locally. 
 

 Given the season, these restrictions are anticipated to 
have a minimal impact on the community 
Most grass and many types of vegetation are dormant 

throughout this time and do not require regular watering 
 Evaporation is significantly less during this time which 

results in higher ground moisture levels 

CITY OF RICHARDSON ACTION 



 Watering will be permitted between 10 am – 6pm 
 Reduce the possibility of watering during freezing 

temperatures – early morning / late night 

STAGE 3 WINTER WATERING SCHEDULE 

Last Digit of Address Permitted to Water Landscape 

Even (0, 2, 4, 6, 8) 
 1st and 3rd Saturday of each month 

Odd (1, 3, 5, 7, 9)  1st and 3rd Sunday of each month 



COMMUNICATIONS STRATEGY 



COMMUNICATIONS STRATEGY 



COMMUNICATIONS STRATEGY 



COMMUNICATIONS STRATEGY 



COMMUNICATIONS STRATEGY 



 Special Mailer 
 Water Bill Insert 
 Week in Review 
 Email Update Program 

Features 
 Richardson Today – 

Homeowners Association 
Edition 

 Speaking opportunities at 
neighborhood, civic and 
social organization 
meetings, community 
partners meetings, etc. 
 

COMMUNICATIONS STRATEGY 



TURN OFF YOUR IRRIGATION SYSTEM 

 In conjunction with other NTMWD Cities, Richardson is 
asking its water customers to evaluate ground moisture 
and water only when needed. 
 

 Customers are encouraged to turn their irrigation 
system off and only water when their moisture meter 
reads “Dry”. 
 

 Moisture meters are available from the City as part of 
the Outdoor Water Conservation Kits for $5. 
 



MEASURE BEFORE YOU WATER 



OTHER RESOURCES 



 A team of inspectors will be on duty for approximately 
18-hours a day, 7-days a week to enforce Stage 3 
Winter Watering Restrictions. 

 Inspectors will proactively canvass neighborhoods and 
commercial areas to identify violations as well as 
respond to citizen complaints, which upon receipt will 
be dispatched to inspectors in the field for 
investigation/action. 

 Residents are encouraged to report violations via the 
My Richardson App, online at www.cor.net, or by calling 
972-744-4111. 

 

ENFORCEMENT  



 1st violation – Staff will take a 
picture of the violation and leave 
a door hanger documenting the 
violation as well as the date and 
time it was observed. 

 Staff will follow this action with 
a notice of violation (which 
references the fact that a door 
hanger was left) to ensure the 
issue is brought to the resident’s 
attention. 

 
 
 

ENFORCEMENT 



 2nd and all subsequent violations– Staff will take a 
picture of the violation and issue a citation. 

 Staff will also send notices when it observes “evidence 
of watering”.  The purpose of this notice is to inform 
the resident that their sprinkler system is very likely 
operating on an inappropriate day or during an 
inappropriate time even though staff did not actually 
see the watering take place. 

 

ENFORCEMENT  



 A defendant will not required to appear in court if 
issued a citation for a first offence.   A defendant may 
instead elect to plead Guilty or No Contest and pay the 
window fine of $150. 

 If a second (or subsequent) citation is issued or if a 
citation is written as an "aggravated offense", the 
defendant is required to appear before the Judge to 
have his/her case resolved. 

 Up to a $2,000 fine 

 

ENFORCEMENT  



STAGE 3 WINTER 
WATER RESTRICTIONS 



Overnight Parking in 
Richardson Parks 
Richardson City Council 
October 21, 2013 



Citizens have inquired about 
occasional overnight parking in 
Richardson Parks 
 Overnight parking within parks has been an issue for some 

Richardson residents leading to citizen inquiries of which the 
police have been challenged to deal with the situation under 
the current park and recreation ordinances. 
 Richardson’s parks and recreation ordinances do not prohibit 

overnight parking.  
 Research with other cities has found that other cities have 

ordinances prohibiting overnight parking in municipal parks.  
 Current Richardson ordinances address park curfew but do 

not address vehicles left in the parks overnight. 



Existing  
Richardson Code of Ordinances 
Chapter 15 Parks and Recreation 
Article III.  Park Rules 
 Section 15-61. Unlawful Acts 
 Within the limits of any city park, it shall be unlawful for any 

person to do any of the acts hereinafter specified, except as 
may be otherwise provided: 
 Item (18)  To remain, stay, or loiter in any park between the hours of 

10:30 p.m. and 5:00 a.m. of the following day, or remain, stay, or 
loiter in any park except during the posted hours of operation, if 
posted as open other than 5:00 a.m. to 10:30 p.m. of the same day. 

 
 



Proposed 
Richardson Code of Ordinances 
Chapter 15 Parks and Recreation 
 Article II.  Parks and Recreation Commission 
 Section 15-31. Powers and Duties 
 Item (11)  Recommend Rules and regulations. It (the Park and 

Recreation Commission)  shall recommend to the city council 
rules and regulations governing the use of parks and recreation 
facilities.  

(Code 1966, § 14-3(J)) 

 The Park and Recreation Commission met on October 15 
and considered the no overnight parking in the park item.  
 The Commission recommended (6 to 1) the City Council adopt 

an ordinance or change and existing ordinance prohibiting 
overnight parking within Richardson Parks. 

 
 



Proposed 
Richardson Code of Ordinances 
Chapter 15 Parks and Recreation 
 On the recommendation of the Park and Recreation the 

following section of Chapter 15 is up for consideration 
for amendment: 
 Sec. 15-63. Parking vehicles.  
 (b)  It shall be unlawful for any person to park, stand or store a motor 

vehicle in any City park between the hours of 10:30 p.m. and 5:00 a.m. 
of the following day, or to park or stand a motor vehicle in any City park, 
except during the posted hours of operation, if posted as open other 
than 5:00 a.m. to 10:30 p.m. of the same day.” 

 
 

 



Next Steps 
 If the City Council wishes to include no overnight parking 

within Richardson parks, staff will bring the ordinance change 
to the City Council on October 28,2013 for adoption.  
 If so adopted: 

 Signs will be posted within municipal parks where overnight parking 
issues warrant them.  

 The City will notify the Police Department and the Homeowners 
Association’s about the ordinance change. 

 Staff will work on outreach to educate the public on the ordinance 
change and allow for flexibility during the transition to the new way of 
operation. 
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