
City Council Work Session Handouts 

May 13, 2013 

 

I. Zoning File 13-07 
 

II. Zoning File 13-08 
 

III. Review and Discuss the Methodist Richardson Medical Center Bush/Renner 
Campus Project Update 

 
IV. Review and Discuss Sign Ordinance Modifications  

 
V. Review and Discuss the Plans for Opening of the New Heights Recreation 

Center and “Rocket” Art Piece 
 



City Council 
Worksession 

May 13, 2013 
Meeting Begins at 6:00 P.M. 



ZF 13-07 
Subway Restaurant 
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ZF 13-08 
Hampton Inn 
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Building Elevations 



Building Elevations 



Perspective Rendering 
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Methodist Richardson  
Medical Center 

Richardson City 
Council 

 
 
 

E. Kenneth Hutchenrider, Jr. 
May 13, 2013 



Bush/Renner Expansion 
• $120 million project 
• New construction of 266,575 square feet;  
 19,313-square-foot renovation 
• 125-bed, four-story acute care hospital  
• Technologically advanced, state-of-the-art facility 
• Expanding services and service area 
• 900 professionals, including 100 new jobs 
• Physicians representing more than 35 specialties 

 
 

http://www.wyliechamber.org/
http://www.wyliechamber.org/


Bush/Renner Expansion 

• Women’s Pavilion 
• Labor, delivery, and recovery services including a 

level III neonatal intensive care unit 
• Advanced neurosciences program 
• Outpatient surgical services with a focus on minimally 

invasive surgery with the robotic da Vinci® Surgical 
System 

• Advanced cardiac care including catheterization 
procedures and electrophysiology 

• Comprehensive imaging technologies for enhanced 
diagnostics and treatment  

 

http://www.wyliechamber.org/
http://www.wyliechamber.org/


Construction Timeline 

• Groundbreaking Ceremony: September 27, 2013 
• Topping Out Ceremony: May 30, 2013  
• Complete Enclosure: October 2013 
• Certificate of Occupancy: March 1, 2014 
• Grand Opening: May 2014 

 

 
 

http://www.wyliechamber.org/
http://www.wyliechamber.org/


Other Construction Details 

• Utilizing 100 percent local labor  
• 28 percent of Tier 1 construction contractors are 

MWBE Certified  
• Landscaping and interior maintenance design is 

water conservation friendly  
 

http://www.wyliechamber.org/
http://www.wyliechamber.org/


Replica Patient Room 

http://www.wyliechamber.org/
http://www.wyliechamber.org/


Bush/Renner Expansion 

www.MethodistHealthSystem.org/RichardsonExpansion 
 

 

http://www.wyliechamber.org/
http://www.wyliechamber.org/


Campbell Road Campus Update 

http://www.wyliechamber.org/
http://www.wyliechamber.org/


Bush/Renner Expansion 

 “It has been a pure pleasure to work with the City 
of Richardson permit and inspection team. They 
have always been courteous, willing to listen, and 
act as team players in supporting the expansion of 
Methodist Richardson Medical Center. Rogers-
O’Brien could not ask for better people to work 
with. They are one of the reasons this project is 
continuing to move forward at such a great pace.”  

  
 Wes Duke, Project Director, Rogers-O’Brien 

Construction   

http://www.wyliechamber.org/
http://www.wyliechamber.org/




SIGN ORDINANCE  
RECOMMENDED ENHANCEMENTS 

City Council Briefing: May 13, 2013 



 August 13, 2012 
 City Council adopted Ordinance 3874 
 New Sign Ordinance 

 

 

Introduction 



Enhancements 

 Organized regulations by Sign Type 

 Eliminate classification and use district regulations 



Enhancements 

 Organized regulations by Sign Type 

 Eliminate classification and use district regulations 

 Amended existing regulations to reflect community 
standards and business needs 



Amendments / Minor Changes 

 Vehicles to Which Signs are Attached 
 Abandoned Signs 
 Inspection & Maintenance 

 Religions Institution (Residential District) 
 Educational Institution (Residential District) 
 Residential Subdivision Identification Signs 

 



Enhancements 

 Organized regulations by Sign Type 

 Eliminate classification and use district regulations 

 Amended existing regulations to reflect community standards 
and business needs 

 Included new Sign Types currently not addressed by 
existing ordinance 



New Sign Types 

 Contractor Signs 
 Garage Sale Signs 
 Neighborhood Association Event Signs 

 Community Garden Signs 
 



New Sign Types – Electronic Messaging 

 May be located in apartment, office, technical office, industrial, retail and 
commercial zoning districts. 

 Moving, flashing, animated, intermittently lighted, changing color, beacons, 
revolving, scrolling, or dissolving signs are not permitted. 

 100% of total allowable sign area as specified in the applicable section; 
or up to 50% of the total allowable sign area if combined with a non-
electronic messaging element. 

 One per street frontage. 

 May be a monument or pole sign. 

 Each message shall be displayed 
for at least 10 minutes and a 
change of message shall be 
accomplished within 2 seconds or 
less. 

 

 



Enhancements 

 Organized regulations by Sign Type 

 Eliminate classification and use district regulations 

 Amended existing regulations to reflect community standards 
and business needs 

 Included new Sign Types currently not addressed by existing 
ordinance 

 Adopted an appendix to include supporting material 



Rules of Interpretation 



Enhancements 

 Organized regulations by Sign Type 

 Eliminate classification and use district regulations 

 Amended existing regulations to reflect community standards 
and business needs 

 Included new Sign Types currently not addressed by existing 
ordinance 

 Adopted an appendix to include supporting material 

 Created a minor modification in addition to the existing 
variance option 



 August 13, 2012 
 City Council adopted Ordinance 3874 
 New Sign Ordinance 

 
 September 24, 2012 
 City Council Adopted Ordinance 3885 
 Scribner's Error 

Introduction 



 Address a new, unique sign type. 
 

 Address minor issues that have been brought to our 
attention during the enforcement of Chapter 18. 
 

 Render the requirements easier for businesses and 
contractors to understand and thus easier to comply with. 
 

Purpose of Recommended Enhancements 



New Sign Types 



Framed Posters 

 
 



Framed Posters 



Frame Posters Examples 



Considerations 

 Attached Sign 
 Would require a permit every time copy is changed 
 Would count against 200 square foot maximum per elevation 
 Would count against number of signs permitted 

 
 Temporary Sign 

 Would require a permit 
 Would limit posters to 4 times a year, 30 days each 
 

 Window Sign 
 Similar in purpose, material, size, etc. 
 Not located within a window 



Poster Marquee 

 Definition/Purpose:  A picture, print or similar product that inserted within a  
frame that is permanently mounted directly to the exterior of a building, is 
intended to be periodically changed, and is designed to advertise or inform 
about an activity, place, product, person, organization, business, service, or 
merchandise program. 

 Size:   

 The area of all window and poster marquee signs cannot exceed 25% of 
the tenant’s window area on that elevation. 

 Poster marquee signs are prohibited on elevations without windows. 

 Maximum of 30 square feet per poster marquee sign. 

 Number: Maximum of 2 per elevation 

 Location:  Retail, Commercial zoning districts 



Poster Marquee 

 Landscaping:  N.A. 

 Design:   

 Shall be constructed only of materials that are noncombustible or slow-
burning in the case of plastic inserts and faces. 

 Posters or similar inserts must be completely protected from the elements. 

 Signs must be maintained in a good condition to prevent deterioration, 
tearing, tattering, or other unsightly condition. 

 Permit Required:  Yes 

 When frame is initially attached – usually a part of an overall sign package 

 



Window Signs 

 Size:   

 Signs may not obscure more than 25 percent of the total visible window 
area of each façade. 

 When combined with poster marquee signs on the same elevation, the area 
of all window and poster marquee signs cannot exceed 25% of the tenant’s 
window area on that  elevation.  See “Poster Marquee” type for additional 
provisions. 



Existing Sign Types 



Attached Signs 

 Design: 

 Attached signs shall be constructed only of materials that are 
noncombustible or slow-burning in the case of plastic inserts and 
faces. 

 Combustible materials may be used, providing the sign is attached 
to a wall with a minimum of two-hour fire resistive rating. 

 Attached signs placed on heavy wood construction may be of 
combustible material, but in no case shall they be internally 
illuminated. 

 
 



Attached Signs 

 Design: 

 Signs extending more than four feet above the roofline shall be 
attached without the use of supporting poles, towers, guys or 
braces of any type.  Such signs shall be designed, constructed and 
attached to withstand a wind pressure of not less than 30 pounds 
per square foot. 

 Signs must provide 8 foot clearance above any walkway. 

 Flexible material signs are permissible if installed and supported 
by a cabinet, frame or other approved device approved by the 
Director of Community Services. 

 



Attached Signs – Flexible Material 



Pole Signs 

 Design:   

 Pole Signs shall be designed and constructed to withstand a wind pressure of not 
less than 30 pounds per square foot of area, and shall be constructed to receive 
dead load as required in the building code or other ordinances of the city.  

 All Pole Signs shall be placed in concrete bases or footings.   

 Pole Signs may be constructed only of materials that are noncombustible or slow-
burning in the case of plastic inserts and faces and may be supported by 
noncombustible material only and finished in a presentable manner; wood or non-
painted steel supports are specifically prohibited.  

 Heavy timber and other materials may be used if approved by the Director of 
Community Services.   

 Newly installed support poles or existing support poles retrofitted with an electronic 
messaging center must be covered by cladding, brick, masonry, stone or other 
building material approved by the Director of Community Services, so as to 
completely cover the supporting poles and be architecturally similar or harmonious 
with the facade on the building or buildings on the site. 



Pole Signs 

 Design - Continued:  

 Pole Signs shall be protected by wheel or bumper guards when required by the 
Director of Community Services.  

 Pole Signs shall not have attached any guys or braces. 

 No pole shall be constructed so that the minimum clearance thereof is less than 
nine feet if any portion thereof overhangs a driveway, parking space, sidewalk or 
other public or private right-of-way for the passage of vehicles or pedestrians. 

 No pole sign shall obstruct the vision of traffic on public streets or be constructed 
so as to interfere with sight lines at elevations between 2 1/2 feet and 8 feet 
above the top of the adjacent roadway curb within a triangular area formed by 
the intersection of adjacent curb lines from a point on each curb line 20 feet from 
the intersection. 

 Pole signs must be located so they provide 14 foot clearance above any firelane,  
parking space, driveway, or similar drive designated for ingress or egress.  

 

 
 

 



Temporary Promotional 

 Size: 
 The size of a banner shall be limited 

to one square foot per length of lease 
space one linear foot of lease space 
up to a maximum of 200 square feet. 
 

 Design:   
 Temporary promotional signs are 

limited to permissive signs in this 
chapter. 

 Temporary promotional signs shall not 
be hand painted or stenciled nor 
constructed of paper, cardboard or 
similar material or design unless 
approved by the Director of 
Community Services.  

 



Traffic Related 

 Permit Required:  No.  Yes. Plans for proposed signs must be submitted to the 
building official and approved by the traffic engineer.  Submission to the 
building official shall include, but not be limited to, a site drawing showing 
the location of the proposed sign, a dimensional drawing showing size of 
signs and content of signs, a designation of the material or materials to be 
used, and the proposed method of erection. 
 



Next Steps 

 Accept City Council suggestions and feedback. 

 Place the enhancements on a future City Council Consent 
Agenda. 

 Update online resources and print materials used to educate 
sign contractors and business owners. 



SIGN ORDINANCE  
RECOMMENDED ENHANCEMENTS 



Heights Recreation Center  
Grand Opening Plans  

& Aquatic Center 
Construction Update 

 
City Council Work Session 

May 13, 2013 
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Heights Recreation Center Grand Opening Plans 
& Aquatic Center Construction Update 
 
• The new Heights Recreation Center construction is nearly 

complete.  
• Recreation Center grand opening May 28, 2013, 5PM (Tuesday 

after Memorial Day). 
• Heights Recreation Center staff has occupied the building 
• Furniture & equipment is being delivered and installed. 

• Heights Family Aquatic Center has made significant progress. 
• Early construction was hampered with utility issues and more 

recently with weather delays. 
• Anticipated Aquatic opening end of June or first of July 2013 

• Heights Recreation Center public art piece “Rocket” is being 
delivered today with completion May 28th. 

3 



Heights Recreation Center and 
Family Aquatic Center  

4 
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Construction Update 
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Heights Recreation Center 
Grand Opening Plans 

44 



Heights Recreation Center 
Grand Opening Plans 
• May 28th, 5 PM  Gather a the public art piece 

“Rocket” 
• Dedication of the “Rocket”  

• Special guests, Meridith McKinley, VIA Partnership 
• Jeff Laramore, Artist 

• Approximately 5:20 to 5:30 PM, gather at the 
front door of the New Heights Recreation Center 
for ribbon cutting 

• Public to enjoy self guided tours of the new 
Heights Recreation Center 
• Docents will be stationed in every room for 

information and Q&A 45 



46 

“Rocket” Art 
Piece 



47 

“Rocket” Art 
Piece 

Parking 
149 cars 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Overflow Parking 
111 Cars 



48 

Podium 

Podium 

Special Seating 

“Rocket” Art 
Piece 



Floor Plan 

Podium 

Docent – Staff to answer Q&A regarding each room 



Project Overview 
• Richardson Heights Recreation Center will open May 28, 

2013, 5:00 p.m.  
• Dedication of the “Rocket” art piece  

• Heights Family Aquatic Center is anticipated to open at 
the end of June or first of July 2013 weather pending. 
 

50 
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