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HOME IMPROVEMENT INCENTIVE PROGRAM

CITY COUNCIL BRIEFING – MARCH 14, 2011

Introduction

 In February 2007, City Council adopted Ordinance 3590, which 
established The Home Improvement Incentive Program (HIIP).

 The City provides an economic development incentive equal to 
100% of the increase in property taxes for the tax year following 
completion of an approved project multiplied by 10 (years).

 The increase in the certified value is determined by the appraisal 
district.

 The rebate is paid in a single lump‐sum on April 1 of the first full 
calendar year after completion of the project.
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 The purpose of the 
Home Improvement 
Incentive Program is to:

 Positively affect the 
value of the City‘s 
housing stock by 
encouraging 
reinvestment in 
residential 
neighborhoods 

Introduction

 The purpose of the 
Home Improvement 
Incentive Program is to:

 Lower the financial 
hurdle for property 
owners to make 
significant 
improvements to 
their homes

Introduction
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 The purpose of the 
Home Improvement 
Incentive Program is to:

 Demonstrate a strong 
commitment by the 
City to reinvest in 
residential 
neighborhoods

Introduction

 The purpose of the 
Home Improvement 
Incentive Program is to:

 Help distinguish 
Richardson from 
surrounding 
communities by 
providing an 
economic incentive 
to prospective buyers

Introduction
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HIIP Process

 Application – Must be submitted prior to construction beginning 
and include details of project scope and estimated cost

 Approval Letter & Economic Incentive Agreement – Includes a 
reminder to retain records to certify construction costs and to call 
for final inspection when construction is complete

 Quarterly Email Updates – Sent to participants while projects are 
under construction; includes program highlights and reminders
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HIIP Process

 Application – Must be submitted prior to construction beginning 
and include details of project scope and estimated cost

 Approval Letter & Economic Incentive Agreement – Includes a 
reminder to retain records to certify construction costs and call for 
final inspection when construction is complete

 Quarterly Email Updates – Sent to participants while projects are 
under construction; includes program highlights and reminders

 Final Letter & Incentive Payment Process Fact Sheet – Informs 
participant that all obligations have been met and details payment 
process
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Background

 245 applications 
approved

 An estimated 
$23,600,000 reinvested 
in residential 
neighborhoods

 50 projects estimated 
at $100,000 or more

 7 projects estimated at 
$500,000 or more
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Participation by Neighborhood

Association Percent of Homes Participating

JJ Pearce 3.66%

Canyon Creek 2.76%

Cottonwood Creek 1.99%

Sherrill Park 1.96%

The Reservation 1.83%

Arapaho 1.60%

Waterview Preservation 1.60%

Glenville Park 1.57%

Cottonwood Heights 1.50%

Richardson Heights 1.25%
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Investment Range by Year Applied
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Total Incentives Paid

$83,741
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Total Increase in Appraised Value

$1,448,579

$3,102,004
$3,199,546
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Will Receive Incentive in April 2012
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Will Receive Incentive in April 2012

Case Study:  300‐400 Blocks of Fall Creek

 300 & 400 blocks = 51 
homes

 Six properties have 
made a significant 
reinvestment and 
participated in the HIIP

 An estimated $3 million 
reinvested
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 The total market value of the 300 & 400 blocks increased 
$5,763,920 or 36% between 2007 and 2010

 Actual increase in the appraised value of the six properties that 
made a significant reinvestment was $2,182,920

 The total market value of the 300 & 400 blocks increased 
$1,795,530 or 12% between 2004 and 2007

Case Study:  300‐400 Blocks of Fall Creek

 The 45 properties that did not make a significant reinvestment 
increased $3,581,000 between 2007 and 2010

 Average increase of $79,578 per property

 The same 45 properties increased $1,671,160 between 2004 and
2007

 Average increase of $37,137 per property

Case Study:  300‐400 Blocks of Fall Creek
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Case Study: 600‐700 Blocks of Shadywood Lane

 600 & 700 blocks = 18 
homes

 Four properties have 
made a significant 
reinvestment and 
participated in the HIIP

 An estimated $460,000 
reinvested

 The total market value of the 600 & 700 blocks increased $306,230 
or 9.5% between 2007 and 2010

 Actual increase in appraised value of the four properties that 
made a significant reinvestment $53,890

 The total market value of the 600 & 700 blocks increased $117,810 
or 3.5% between 2004 and 2007

Case Study: 600‐700 Blocks of Shadywood Lane
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 The 14 properties that did not make a significant reinvestment 
increased $252,340 between 2007 and 2010

 Average increase of $18,024 per property

 The same 14 properties increased $87,990 between 2004 and 2007

 Average increase of $6,285 per property

Case Study: 600‐700 Blocks of Shadywood Lane

Promotion
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HOME IMPROVEMENT INCENTIVE PROGRAM

CITY COUNCIL BRIEFING – MARCH 14, 2011



 

March 14, 2011 (Page 1) 

City of Richardson Legislative Agenda 
2011 Texas Legislative Session 

82nd Legislature 
 
General Government Initiatives: 
The City of Richardson strongly supports local control, where local elected 
officials are tasked with raising funds and providing services to respond to the 
individual needs of the community they serve.  Local governments are the 
bedrock of the State, and provide the majority of public services to the citizens 
of Texas.  As such, the City of Richardson strongly supports the following general 
government issues: 
Parks: 

 Oppose any additional cuts to the Local Parks fund and seek restoration 
of the fund to its approved capacity of the 80th Legislative Session. 

 Support legislation that creates a Constitutional dedication of sporting 
goods sales tax revenue for use in State and local parks. 

 Ensure that no legislative appropriation riders are allowed that set aside 
Texas Recreation and Parks Account (TRPA) moneys for specific projects 
or locales.  All candidate grant projects should be subject to the 
established competitive grant process. 

Library: 
 Appropriate $4.012 million for the TexShare Online Information database 

to offset inflationary cost increases and allow for resources to support 
training for police officers, first responders, and countless others learners. 

 Appropriate $4 million for the Loan Star Libraries program to offset service 
cuts and help libraries maintain hours of operation and other services. 

Public Safety: 
 Support enhancement of burglary of a motor vehicle from a 

misdemeanor to a State Jail felony. 
HB 20, 221, 305, SB 203, 305 

 HB 20    
 

 

Riddle Relating to the punishment prescribed for burglary of a vehicle and 
to grants of community supervision to persons who commit that 
offense.

Companions: SB 305 Huffman (Identical)

  2- 2-11 S Introduced and referred to committee on 
Senate Criminal Justice

 

Bill History: 03-01-11 H Committee action pending House Criminal 
Jurisprudence

 Support legislation authorizing sobriety check points in Texas. 
 HB 439    

 
 

Smith, Todd Relating to the authority of the Department of Public Safety of Texas 
and certain local law enforcement agencies to establish a checkpoint 
on a highway or street to determine whether persons are driving 
while intoxicated.

Companions: SB 531 Davis, Wendy (Identical)

  2-17-11 S Introduced and referred to committee on 
Senate Criminal Justice

 

Bill History: 02-21-11 H Introduced and referred to committee on House 
Criminal Jurisprudence
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 Continue support for municipally operated intersection safety camera 

programs.  Oppose any limitation on a municipality’s ability to 
implement and/or maintain an automated intersection safety camera 
program.  The City also opposes any further diversion of proceeds from 
intersection safety camera programs away from local control. 

SB 500    
 

 

Jackson, Mike Relating to the authority of the governing body of a local authority 
to impose a civil penalty for certain violations recorded by an 
automated traffic control system or a photographic traffic signal 
enforcement system.

Bill History: 02-14-11 S Introduced and referred to committee on Senate 
Transportation and Homeland Security

 HB 887    
 

 

Geren  Relating to registration of a motor vehicle alleged to have been 
involved in a violation detected by a photographic traffic signal 
enforcement system.

Bill History: 02-24-11 H Introduced and referred to committee on House 
Transportation

 HB 1561    
 

 

Orr Relating to the authority of a municipality to implement a 
photographic traffic signal enforcement system and impose civil 
penalties.

Bill History: 03-03-11 H Introduced and referred to committee on House Urban 
Affairs

 HB 2852    
 

 

Mallory 
Caraway 

Relating to requiring signs at intersections with photographic traffic 
monitoring systems and photographic traffic signal enforcement 
systems.

Bill History: 03-10-11 H Filed

 HB 1066    
 

 

Workman Relating to requiring the use of display timers with certain traffic-
control signals. 

Bill History: 02-28-11 H Introduced and referred to committee on House Urban 
Affairs

 HB 1365    
 

 

Callegari Relating to requiring flashing lights to be posted before an 
intersection at which a photographic system is used to enforce 
compliance with traffic-control signals.

Bill History: 03-01-11 H Introduced and referred to committee on House Urban 
Affairs

 Support a uniform statewide ban on synthetic canabinoids such as “K-2” 
and “Salvia Divinorum.”   
HB 49, 108, 470, 597, 1011, SB 331 

    HB 597    
 

 

Madden  Relating to adding certain synthetic cannabinoids to Penalty Group 2 
of the Texas Controlled Substances Act. 

Companions: SB 331 Shapiro (Identical)

  2-14-11 S Introduced and referred to committee on 
Senate Criminal Justice

 

Bill History: 03-15-11 H Meeting set for 10:30 a.m. or adj., jhr 120 House 
Criminal Jurisprudence

 Require municipal jails to comply with the same jail standards as County 
jails and come under the oversight of the Texas Commission on Jail 
Standards. 
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 Enhance local control in decision making regarding fire protection 
system requirements. Current state law determines when a sprinkler 
system is required in a structure.  

Finance: 
 Support legislation requiring the mandatory disclosure of real property 

sales prices to appraisal districts to ensure fair and equitable valuation 
and taxation of all real property in the State of Texas. 

HB 666    
 

Villarreal Relating to a study regarding sales price disclosure of real property.

Bill History: 02-21-11 H Introduced and referred to committee on House Ways 
and Means

    SB 299    
 

Wentworth  Relating to mandatory sales price disclosure in real property sales.

Bill History: 01-31-11 S Introduced and referred to committee on Senate 
Intergovernmental Relations

 
 Oppose any effort to reduce the appraisal growth cap established in 

current law. 
HB 23, 312, 609, 798, 879, 1079, 1184, HJR 16, 17, 39, 62, 74, 79, 82, 87, SB 
129, 175, 474, SJR 7, 11, 20 

 Oppose any effort to Impose revenue caps in the form of adjusting 
provisions for the current property tax rollback rate 

HB 868  
Other: 

    HB 507    
 

 

Button Relating to notice for certain transactions involving local government 
entities. 

Bill History: 03-17-11 H Meeting set for 8:00 A.M., E1.010 House Technology

 HB 679    
 

 

Button Relating to change order approval requirements for certain political 
subdivisions of the state. 

Companions: SB 1558 Carona (Identical)
  3-10-11 S Filed
 

Bill History: 03-10-11 H Committee action pending House Government 
Efficiency and Reform

 HJR 56    
 

 

Solomons Proposing a constitutional amendment to restrict the power of the 
legislature to mandate requirements upon certain local 
governments.

Bill History: 03-09-11 H Committee action pending House State Affairs

 SJR 17    
 

 

Carona Proposing a constitutional amendment to restrict the power of the 
legislature to mandate requirements upon certain local 
governments.

Bill History: 02-02-11 S Introduced and referred to committee on Senate State 
Affairs

 
Water: 

 Continued support for the elements found in Senate Bill 1 (SB 1), enacted 
in 1997, supporting a regionally-driven planning process and regional 
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water planning groups to create State water plans covering fifty years 
and updated every five years.   

 Support the 2011 Region C Water Plan, approved by the Region C Water 
Planning Group (RCWPG) and submitted to the Texas Water Development 
Board (TWDB) for inclusion in the 2012 State Water Plan, to be approved in 
late 2010 and submitted to the Texas legislature in early 2011, including:    
 Support the conservation and reuse efforts included in the 2011 Region 

C Water Plan.   
SB 181    
 

 

Shapiro Relating to the reporting of water conservation measures by 
municipalities and water utilities. 

Bill History: 03-15-11 S Meeting set for 9:00 A.M., E1.012 Senate Natural 
Resources

 
 Continued support for the protection of all other designated unique 

reservoir sites in Texas. 
 
Health: 

 Support legislation that would amend section 821.052 of the Texas Health 
and Safety Code to allow municipally funded and operated Animal 
Shelters not employing a licensed veterinarian to purchase schedule 2N 
and 3N controlled substances, utilized during the euthanasia process, if 
the facility is appropriately licensed by the United States Drug 
Enforcement Agency. 

HB 2733    
 

 

Madden  Relating to the euthanasia of animals.

Bill History: 03-09-11 H Filed

 
Development: 

 Close the loophole in state law that allows payday, auto title, and other 
consumer loan providers to carry excessively high annual percentage 
rates. 

 Provide a level playing field for financial institutions by requiring all lenders 
and brokers of payday, auto title, or other consumer loans to be licensed 
and to comply with the same standards and consumer protection laws of 
licensed lenders under Chapter 342 of the Texas Finance Code. 

 Create a system to collect consumer loan data from lenders and brokers 
of consumer loans to ensure that these operations engage in fiscally 
sound lending that supports the well-being of our communities. 

HB 2592    
 

Truitt Relating to notice and disclosure requirements for credit services 
organizations regarding charges and consumer borrowing.

Bill History: 03-08-11 H Filed

 
 HB 2593    

 
Truitt Relating to restrictions on amounts, fees, renewals, and payment of 

deferred presentment transactions and certain loans secured by 
motor vehicle certificates of title.

Bill History: 03-08-11 H Filed

 
HB 2594    Truitt Relating to the registration and regulation of credit services 
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 organizations that obtain for consumers certain extensions of credit.

Bill History: 03-08-11 H Filed

 
Economic Development: 
The Texas Enterprise Fund has proven to be a valuable tool for the state to 
attract new job-creating projects to Texas through performance-based financial 
incentives.  In Richardson, the Texas Enterprise Fund was crucial to convincing 
Texas Instruments to build a $3 billion wafer fabrication plant, which was the 
largest economic development project announced in 2003.  Additionally, the 
Texas Enterprise Fund was a key factor in Rockwell Collins expanding their 
Richardson based operation to over 1,200 jobs.  The City of Richardson 
encourages the Texas Legislature to continue funding the Texas Enterprise Fund.   
 
The City of Richardson also supports the continued funding of the Texas 
Emerging Technology Fund.  This fund is focused on fostering innovation, 
research and job creation in the high-tech industries.  It’s important for Texas to 
invest in emerging fields of technology in order to remain competitive in the 
evolving economy.  The City of Richardson supports: 

 Continued funding for the Texas Enterprise Fund, the Texas Emerging 
Technology Fund, and the Skills Development Fund 

 SB 991    
 

 

Carona Relating to the administration of the Texas Enterprise Fund and the 
Texas emerging technology fund and of awards from those funds. 

Bill History: 03-08-11 S Introduced and referred to committee on Senate 
Economic Development

 SB 1310    
 

 

Shapiro Relating to the creation of the Select Committee on Economic 
Development. 

Companions: HB 2785 Davis, John (Identical)
  3- 9-11 H Filed
 

Bill History: 03-08-11 S Filed

 
 Continued authority for local governments to enter into tax abatement 

and Chapter 380 agreements 
 Continuation of the HB 1200 tool to cap school property taxes for capital-

intensive companies locating or expanding in Texas. 
 Support legislation that helps build equity in economic development 

between communities that are able to utilize 4A/4B sales tax and those 
who utilize sales tax funding for regional transportation purposes.  

HB 3215    
 

 

Button Relating to a limitation on use of corporate revenue by economic 
development corporations. 

Bill History: 03-10-11 H Filed

 
Higher Education:  
The University of Texas at Dallas, which is located in Richardson, focuses on 
developing the human capital necessary for Texas to be competitive in the 
global economy.  UT Dallas confers a higher percentage of science, technology 
and business degrees than any other Texas public, doctoral-granting institution.  
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The City of Richardson recognizes UT Dallas as a key community partner and 
supports the following legislative initiatives that will assist them in their endeavors 
to move to Tier-One Research University status:  

 Maintain funding for Texas’s higher education institutions, recognizing 
enrollment growth across the region. 

 Support adequate base funding for the Dallas County Community 
College District and Collin County Community College District. 

 Maintain $50M in state matching funds for the Texas Research Incentive 
Program, a critical element of tier-one legislation passed during the 81st 
Texas Legislature. 

 Identify permanent state dollars for federal stimulus funding directed to 
higher education during the 81st Texas Legislature. 

 Maintain tuition deregulation to enable tuition flexibility and creativity. 
HB 750    
 

 

Driver Relating to the carrying of concealed handguns on certain premises 
of or locations associated with schools or institutions of higher 
education.

Bill History: 03-16-11 H Meeting set for 2:00 P.M. OR ADJ., E1.010 House 
Homeland Security and Public Safety

 HB 1167    
 

 

Taylor, Van Relating to the carrying of concealed handguns on certain premises 
of or locations associated with schools or public junior colleges and 
public technical institutes.

Bill History: 03-16-11 H Meeting set for 2:00 P.M. OR ADJ., E1.010 House 
Homeland Security and Public Safety

 SB 354    
 

 

Wentworth  Relating to the carrying of concealed handguns on the campuses of 
institutions of higher education. 

Bill History: 02-02-11 S Introduced and referred to committee on Senate 
Criminal Justice

 
Public Education: 
The City of Richardson strongly supports both the Plano and Richardson 
Independent School Districts, believing that top-quality public schools are the 
bedrock of any desirable community.  The City of Richardson recognizes that 
high-performing public schools have a positive, direct impact on an educated, 
capable workforce, stability of property values, and desirability of the city to 
employers and their employees. Thus, the City supports the following initiatives 
related to public education: 

 Ensure and protect adequate funding for school districts to meet the 
state’s increasing education standards, including the provision of sufficient 
revenue to enable all districts to pay for educational reforms and cover 
inflationary costs. 

 Return local control to locally elected school boards through sufficient 
taxing authority to cover educational reforms and inflationary costs. 
Returning such local control recognizes that representative government 
ensures an appropriate balance between the interests of parents, 
students, professional educators, taxpayers and the community 

 Within the state accountability system, fully implement exclusions of 
certain students from both dropout and completion rate calculations for 
situations such as incarceration that are out of districts’ control. 

 



 

March 14, 2011 (Page 7) 

Transportation: 
The City of Richardson recognizes the value of a robust and healthy 
transportation system.  Texas is adding more population than other U.S. regions, 
and the condition/capacity of Texas roadways is declining because of 
underinvestment in maintenance and new construction.  Dallas-Fort Worth 
residents want and deserve transportation improvements that enhance mobility, 
improve air quality, relieve gridlock, maintain existing infrastructure and energize 
the local economy.  As such, the City of Richardson urges the Texas Legislature 
to adopt several transportation funding and policy initiatives: 

 Support a Constitutional amendment to stop diversions of motor fuels 
taxes from Fund 6 to non-transportation programs.  

HJR 78    
 

 

Harper-Brown Proposing a constitutional amendment to limit the purposes for 
which revenues from motor vehicle registration fees and taxes on 
motor fuels and lubricants may be used. 

Bill History: 02-21-11 H Introduced and referred to committee on House Ways 
and Means

 HJR 84    
 

 

Larson  Proposing a constitutional amendment to limit the purposes for 
which revenues from motor vehicle registration fees, taxes on motor 
fuels and lubricants, and certain revenues received from the federal 
government may be used.

Companions: SJR 8 Wentworth (Identical)

  2- 2-11 S Introduced and referred to committee on 
Senate Finance

 

Bill History: 02-28-11 H Introduced and referred to committee on House 
Transportation

 
 Identify a sustainable method of generating transportation revenue, 

which accounts for economic inflation and enhanced motor vehicle fuel 
economy, to ensure the adequate funding of statewide and regional 
efforts to maintain and improve multimodal transportation systems.  

 Require allocations of all TxDOT funding categories across the state to be 
returned to the region in which they were generated.   

 Support the North Texas Tollway Authority (NTTA) efforts to maintain its first 
option for development of toll roads in the DFW region and re-establish 
the authority for TxDOT to enter into public-private partnerships (PPP) for 
projects selected by Metro Planning Organizations (MPOs) and local 
governments. 

 SB 163    
 

Shapiro Relating to agreements between a regional tollway authority and a 
local governmental entity governing the ownership, construction, 
maintenance, and operation of toll projects. 

Bill History: 01-31-11 S Introduced and referred to committee on Senate 
Transportation and Homeland Security

 
 Support legislation that allows for 4A/4B sales tax funds to be utilized for 

transportation purposes.   
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 Support the 2011 Legislative Programs of DART, DRMC, and the RTC. 

HB 1742    
 

 

Harper-Brown Relating to the authority of a regional transportation authority to 
create a local government corporation. 

Companions: SB 888 Carona (Identical)

  3- 1-11 S Introduced and referred to committee on 
Senate Transportation and Homeland Security

 

Bill History: 03-03-11 H Introduced and referred to committee on House 
Transportation

 HB 1762    
 

 

Harper-Brown Relating to regulation of high occupancy vehicle lanes operated, 
managed, or maintained by a regional transportation authority. 

Companions: SB 990 Carona (Identical)

  3- 8-11 S Introduced and referred to committee on 
Senate Transportation and Homeland Security

 

Bill History: 03-03-11 H Introduced and referred to committee on House 
Transportation

 

Air Quality: 
The City of Richardson recognizes the importance of the state’s air quality 
initiatives.  Failure to develop innovative solutions to our challenges will adversely 
affect not only the health of our citizens and our quality of life, but also our 
regional economic growth and transportation funding. 
 
Dallas-Fort Worth’s estimated 2012 emissions inventory is as follows: 37% on-road 
mobile sources, 29% non-road mobile sources, 18% point sources and 16% area 
sources. Since approximately 66% of DFW emissions emanate from mobile 
sources, it is important that the Texas Legislature continues to appropriate funds 
to programs aimed at the mobile source sector.  
The City of Richardson supports: 

 Adequately funding and appropriating funds collected for the Texas 
Emissions Reduction Plan (TERP).  

 SB 102    
 

Davis, Wendy Relating to allocation of certain money in the Texas emissions 
reduction plan fund to air quality monitoring activities.

Bill History: 01-31-11 S Introduced and referred to committee on Senate 
Natural Resources

 SB 527    
 

 

Fraser  Relating to air monitors in Texas Commission on Environmental 
Quality Regions 3 and 4 to be funded through the Texas emissions 
reduction plan.

Companions: HB 1145 Geren (Identical)

  3- 9-11 H Committee action pending House 
Environmental Regulation

 

Bill History: 03-14-11 S Recommended for Local/Uncontested Calendar

 Appropriations for the Aircheck Texas Program, formerly known as the Low 
Income Vehicle Repair Assistance, Retrofit, and Accelerated Vehicle 
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Retirement Program (LIRAP), and urges the Legislature to appropriate 
funds raised for the program to LIRAP or to other mobile source programs.   

 Adequate funding to ensure clear authority and effective enforcement of 
the State Implementation Plan (SIP) control measures, including funding 
for state-to-state air quality research modeling tools and monitoring 
equipment. 

 The ability of the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) to 
issue necessary air permits and continue to run relevant air quality 
programs.   

 The implementation of any beneficial recommendations for TCEQ from 
the Sunset Advisory Commission to allow for improved oversight and 
efficiencies.   

Other Anticipated Legislation to Oppose: 
The City of Richardson opposes and seeks to defeat any legislation that would 
erode municipal authority in any way or that would otherwise be detrimental to 
cities, especially legislation that would: 

 Erode zoning authority. 
 Erode municipal authority over the rights-of-way or erode municipal authority to 

collect reasonable compensation for the use of rights-of-way. 
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